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The Problems of Alternative Punishments in the Jordanian Penal Code
(A Comparative Study)
Prepared by: Maram Khalaf Mahasneh
Supervised by: Prof. Ahmed Mohammed Al-Lozi
Abstract

Alternative penalties to custodial sentences have become an important element in the
criminal justice system, as they have been included in many United Nations memoranda,
and most international and regional legislation has adopted them, because of their positive
effects on the individual, society and the state.

This study aimed to clarify the most important legal articles that explicitly provide
for alternative penalties in Jordanian law compared to other Arab legislation. Thus,
highlighting the most important alternative sanctions, the extent to which the Jordanian
Legislature adopts them and what effects they can achieve. The study reached a number
of conclusions, the most important of which are: one of the problems facing the practical
application when applying alternative punishments is the weakness and lack of clarity of
the legislative wording of some of the provisions of the articles of the Jordanian Penal
Code No. 16 of 1960, especially Article 25 of it, which concerns alternatives to custodial

sentences after amendments to it in 2022.

The study also found that all comparative Penal legislations applied the system of
suspension of execution of punishment as a judicial procedure subject to the discretion of
the judge, but they differed among themselves in the conditions of working with this
system and the type of crimes and penalties included in it. At the end of the study, the
researcher recommended the need to introduce alternative penalties and adopt them in our

penal legislation, similar to what is prescribed in comparative legislation.

Keywords: Penalties, Alternative Punishments, Problematic Mplementation of

Punishments.
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